


English Translation:

The perfect combination of cello and piano

Chinese-Canadian siblings create Cheng² Duo

［Overseas Chinese News April 17, 2013 New York report]

Currently studying at the Manhattan School of Music, Canadian Silvie Cheng and her 15-year-old brother Bryan 
Cheng form the Cheng² Duo, which has recently received more and more attention in the US and Canada. She plays the 
piano, he the cello, and together they will be presenting their second recital at Carnegie Hall on April 21st. In an interview 
with an Overseas Chinese News reporter, 22-year-old Silvie expressed that she and her younger brother hope to tour the 
world one day, so that global audiences can enjoy live performances and original music by the Cheng² Duo. 

Born in Tokyo, Silvie emigrated to Canada with her parents (both graduates of the University of Tokyo) when she 
was 8 months old. She started piano lessons at age 5-and-a-half and received the highest performance diploma from 
Toronto’s Royal Conservatory of Music at age 16.

In various national, provincial, and regional competitions in Canada, her outstanding piano talent and superb 
performances have awarded her numerous prizes. In 2009, she moved to New York to study at the Manhattan School of 
Music. She is highly regarded by the professors there for her musical talents.

Silvie says, she grew up in both Western and Eastern environments, so she learned the strengths of two different 
cultures. Both she and her brother can speak English, French and Mandarin Chinese; they attended Chinese school every 
Saturday when they were younger, eat Chinese food every day at home, and are very familiar with traditional Chinese 
music — she feels very fortunate to be able to enjoy the influences of two cultures. Most of their relatives now live in 
Shanghai. Last summer the duo performed in Shanghai for the first time. Almost all of their relatives and friends finally had 
a chance to see them perform live, and everyone was very happy. 

Silvie says that every time they return to China, her parents try to bring them to visit a different city, and she has 
never forgotten the cities they have visited. So far they have been to Sanya, Dalian, Qingdao, Hangzhou, Beijing, Suzhou, 
Guilin, Changzhou and Hefei.



When speaking of her future, Silvie is full of anticipation. She hopes that in the next 5 to 10 years, she and her 
brother can make a living touring the world playing their favourite music, sharing live concerts with global audiences, 
collaborating with contemporary composers, premiering new compositions, and recording albums. 

Cheng² Duo’s debut recital at Carnegie Hall in 2011 received unanimous praise from the full house. This coming 
concert will have even more special meaning. The siblings will not only bring traditional classical music to the audience by 
means of both solo piano and cello works, as well as duo pieces, but they will also premiere new compositions by the 
famous Juno Award-winning Chinese-Canadian composer Alexina Louie, who wrote new cello-piano works just for the 
duo. This time, her work blends the performers’ qualities into the creativity of the music, showing the perfect combination 
of Chinese and Western music in two highly gifted young musicians.

The parents of Bryan (known as “Little Yo-Yo Ma” in Canada) and his seasoned performer sister Silvie come from a 
science and technology background in China, but the siblings showed a particular passion for music at an early age. They 
have won top prizes at numerous competitions and have performed as a duo in Canada, the United States, the Czech 
Republic, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, and China, among other countries. Even though they were born abroad, they 
have a deep affection for China and always pay attention to domestic developments. They have presented many benefit 
concerts to raise funds for various natural-disaster stricken areas in the country, including the Wenchuan earthquake. 
They also hope to have more opportunities to use music to promote understanding and exchange of Eastern and Western 
cultures. 


