






English Translation

Cheng² Duo at Bourgie Hall: an evening dedicated to 20th-
century French music

Last Wednesday, September 23, 2020, we had the opportunity to attend a performance 
of the Cheng² Duo at the Bourgie Hall of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.

It was an evening devoted to French music of the late 1800s and early 1900s. The 
program was well-attended, with pieces by Claude Debussy (1862-1918), Nadia 
Boulanger (1887-1979), Maurice Ravel (1875-1937) and Francis Poulenc (1899-1963).

Cheng² Duo is a duo formed by cellist Bryan Cheng and his pianist sister, Silvie Cheng. 
Bryan is the first cellist to win the 2019 OSM Competition Grand Prize, while Silvie is 
the recipient of the Roy M. Rubinstein Award for her admirable talent. This duo has 
performed in the most prestigious venues in Canada and the United States, including 
Carnegie Hall (sold-out on two occasions), Europe, and Asia. Bryan and Silvie Cheng 
are currently on a world tour of Ludwig & Beyond, during which they will perform the 
complete Beethoven sonatas for cello and piano. Bryan plays the Stradivarius ‘Bonjour’ 
cello circa 1696, on loan from the Canada Council for the Arts.

They started the evening with a work by Claude Debussy, the Sonata for cello and 
piano in D minor, L. 135, composed in 1915 and dedicated to his second wife, Emma. 
Bryan’s face is as expressive as his bow strokes. Sometimes we felt like he was going 
to pull out a rabbit...from his cello! The prologue, a slower but lively movement, was 
followed by a slightly more eventful serenade to end in a livelier, lighter but also more 
feverish finale. We could recognize there the first beginnings of contemporary music. 



Afterwards, we heard a composition by Nadia Boulanger, Three Pieces for Cello and 
Piano, which she wrote in 1914. A sublime interpretation by the Cheng² Duo!
Then it was Maurice Ravel’s turn and his Sonata for violin and piano No. 1 in A minor, 
M. 12, a posthumous sonata since it was written in 1897 but was not published until 
1975, the year of the 100th anniversary of Ravel's birth. Bryan Cheng transposed it for 
cello. Obviously, we are far from the Bolero, but we recognize the dissonances specific 
to contemporary music. In this piece, we especially had the chance to appreciate the 
exceptional talent of Silvie Cheng.

The official program of this concert ended with the Sonata for cello and piano, FP 143 
by Francis Poulenc, which he composed in 1948. As he began to write the piece in 
1940 after his demobilization, we can recognize the military and jerky tone, while the 
2nd Cavatine movement is very melodious. As for the 3rd movement, it is the festive, 
rustic, light, almost joking side that appears, and which is called Ballabile. As for the 
finale, it was lighter but ended with fantastic chords.

A concert that was greatly appreciated by the audience, even if it was reduced to 125 
seats, required by Covid-19. Still in keeping with the theme of the evening, the duo 
turned again to Claude Debussy for the encore, of whom they performed Beau Soir. It 
is a French art song in which Debussy wrote the music and adapted a poem by Paul 
Bourget. A very beautiful piece which added to this already exceptional performance.

Having been recorded by ICI MUSIQUE, this concert will be broadcast either on the 
radio (at 100.7 FM for Montreal) or on the new digital radio ICI MUSIQUE Classique on 
its website or app. This event will take place on Thursday, December 10 at 8:00 p.m. A 
great opportunity to see or re-watch this magnificent performance by Cheng² Duo!


